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That the lower rates in the Oxford district were at both dates partly
due to the favourable age-composition of its population is shown by
the standardized rates. But it appears that, if the changes in age-
composition be thus allowed for, Oxford was not so far ahead of the
rest of the country in 1931 as it was in 1911, perhaps because some-
thing approaching Saturation point' had been reached in 1931. Its
absolute position had improved to the extent of a fall of 2-4 per
19ooo in die 'standardized' death-rate; it still retained a lead over the
national average of 1*2 per 1,000, but the amount of improvement
since 1911 had been considerably less than that in the country as a
whole. At neither date were there significant differences between
the standardized death-rates in the 'urban' and 'rural' parts of the
Area.
On the other side, the main point to be noticed is the enormous
fall in the birth-rate over the whole of the Area (Table 4).
table 4
'Birth-rates per 7,000 of the population, Survey Area


Annual average of
births 
Birth-rates 




Crude 
True 
1911-12 .
1921-25 .
1930-32 . 
1981
1786
1860 
20-4
17-4
15-3 
200
166
133 
Thus there were 121 less births in 1930-2 than in 1911-12, although
the population had increased by more than a fifth.
These figures are themselves impressive, but the magnitude of
the change becomes clearer when account is taken of the changes in
the age-composition of the population and the proportion of married
women in it. The 'true9 birth-rate, that is, the number of births per
1,000 married women under 45, shows a fall of 33-5 per cent, since
1911.
The distribution of this fall in fertility over the Area is also interest-
ing (see Fig. 21). In 1911-12 Oxford C.B. had a 'true' birth-rate of
186—by much the lowest in the district; it was followed by the other
three 'urban* districts, with rates from 196 to 204 (average 202).
The 'rural' districts ranged from 207 to 229 and averaged 225.
By 1921-3 the Oxford CB. rate had fallen to 154; the other three
'urban* districts averaged 178, and the 'rural' districts ranged from
179 to 200 and averaged 183. By 1930-2 the Oxford rate was down
to 127, and that for Abingdon M.B. was still lower at 123, while
Woodstock and Wheatley kgged behind at 151 and 165; the 'rural*

